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| T would be forei on to the Purpoſe for which I have choſen theſe 

Words, to regard their relation either with what: precedes or 
follows in the Chapter, Abſtracted from every connection of this 
ſort, the Text ſimply accepted in itſelf may be conſidered as form- 
ing the great Outline and Directory of Conduct for all the Mi- 
niſters of God in every Age of the Church. 


In this Senſe they naturally lead to a PN that is peculiarly 
fuitable to the n n | 


. 


It will not 1 hope. be ; judged improper or ee * 10 
B 25 5 1 venerable 


r 


(8) 
* 1 ven tuble an Audience, that I venture to diſcourſe ON a Topic of 
this Nature. Tt muſt be confeſſed there are Characters preſent, 
from whom it would have come ſtrengthened with all the Recom- 
3 mendation of Age and Authority. But it ſhould be remembered 


the Subject itſelf is the fame come from whom it may: 


And I ſhould think myſelf not only the moſt incapable, but allo 7 
4 highly unworthy of performing the Duty to which J am appointed, 
| were I to avoid a Subject which of all others appears to me the 


1 moſt intereſting, in Accommodation either to my Inability, or 
your Underſtanding. | 
Suffer me therefore to addreſs you with that Freedom on the 


N e N 1 m_ this e 1s  facred and 4 diſinguihel, 


I all T. We we are 70 1 3 as the A ifers of GOD. 
The Expreſſion is exceedingly comprehentive, and includes the 


whole of thoſe Duties which Ge to the Sacred Order. | 


In the following Diſoourſe 1 bages, to \ conſider chem i in this 


extenſive Senſe. es 


| I ſhall previouſly bring to your Recollection the Nature and Dig- 
=. nity. of that high Office which by our Profeſſion we ſuſtain in Life, 


* 5 I ſhall then conſider the Importance of the Duties that by Virtue 
| And 


of i it are expected from us. 


* A 5 * a a2 i727; '> 
7 18 2 R 


F 9 11 : 
And the Motives to the Whole will ſlew the beſt Concluſion 
to enforce a faithful Diſcharge of thoſe ſacred Concerns wad which 
dare we can cata our, ſelves as the Mini my of GOD. 


lt will be hardly neeefry. 19 8 me, Ks the firſt Part of the 
Subject, to advert t to any particular Argument, in order to awaken 
„ Attention either to the Dignity of the Profeſſion to which 
we belong, or the ſolemn Purpoſes | for which it is deligned. 


Set apart as we are from every „ a ſecular Nature, 
and called upon to the continual Miniſtration of all the ſacred 
Offices of Religion; thoſe Offices cannot.. fail to remind us of the 
high. Character of a Miniſter of Chriſt, and how exalted that Sta- N 
tion is which is | conſecrated to. the nobleſt Purpoſes of Life, | 


In the Exertls & ot 800 Fuheéroh we at as Dilogites under 
a divine Authority: we are the Repreſentatives, I had almoſt faid, 
of God: And the Commiſtion with which we are entruſted is of 
all others the moſt momentous and important : no leſs indeed than 
that infinite Obje& and Concern, the Salvation of the Souls of the 
People that are committed to our Charge. An Office of ſuch 
Magnitude, as is doubtleſs the higheſt and maſt honorable i in which 


our N ature can PO. be employed. | 


1 1 | | 5 Sacred 


12% 


| Sacred Seripture, CG a Variety of Seurative Exprefiions hos 
e to convey to us a proper Idea of its. Conſequence, in 
order to make.us duly. ſenſible of thoſe great and noble Diſtinctions 
to which we are thereby appointed. Hence we are ſtiled Miniſters 
= and Stewards of GOD : * Paſtors and Shepherds of his Flock + An- 
| , | baſſadors for Chr: ft: + and that no poſſible Recommendation might be 
| wanting to ſtamp the utmoſt Dignity on our Employment, we are 
diſtinguiſhed alſo with that ſupreme Honor” of Ing 2 La- 
Launer with GOD: _— 


"I all CEO it is | ridevit! to uſe the Language of Holy 

- Writ, It is not a ſmall Thing that the God of Tjrael hath ſeparated 
11 from the Congregation of bis People, to brin g us near to himſelf; 

70 do the Service of the Tabernacle of the Lord, and to Rand before 
the Congregation to miniſter unto them & In the high Concerns of 
ſuch a Profeſſion there is certainly the greateſt Honor and Excellence 


that can be annexed to any Character. 


. In deſcribin g the Sacred Order under thoſe eminent Diſtinctions, 


I would be underſ'00d, not doing it as much with a View to mag- 


nify the Office, as from the Importance of the Office itſelf, to ex- 


cite our Atten don to the ſolemn Purpoſe for which it was intended. 


80 far inderd I conceive ought this View of our Calling to be from 
| | | flattering 


* I, Corinth, 4. 1. J IL. Corinth. Bo 20, + I. Corinth. g. 9. Numb. 16. 9. 


7 / 


Wa 11 4% 
. fattering our Ve thin it is an 1 only for awakening 
the moſt. ſerious Apprehenſions. Pre- eminence in Station of any 
kind can only be the Pre- eminence of doing good. And hence 
dhe fime Word of God that has eſtabliſhed the Reſpect that be- 
- longs to our Employment, has laboured equally to impreſs our 
Minds with a thorough Senſe of the immenſe Conſequence of ht ; 
Charge to which we are thereby appointed. Through every Part 
of the ſacred Writings this is viſible ; and indeed it is expreſſed i in 

ſuch Terms, as leave us no room to doubt of the Import of our 
Cammiſion, and the fad Effects chat muſt follow the Neglect or 
Abuſe of -. h 


The Prophet Ezekiel, in a very nervous Manner, repreſents 
the Miniſter of -God under the figurative Character of a Watchman 
and it is hardly poſſible to expreſs any Thing more awful or af 
fecting upon the Occaſion __ he has done. 


— 


Son of Man, ( Shes he) I * ay thee for a 5 fo the | 
| Houſe of Iſrael, and thou ſhalt hear the Words from my Mouth, 
and learn them from me. When I ſay to the wicked, O ! wicked ; 

Man! thou ſbalt ſurely die. If thou deft not ſpeak to warn the wicked 
Man of his W. ay ; He ſhall die in his Iniquity, but his Blood" will 
1 require at thy Hand. * What an awakening. Conſideration 


| is 
* XXXIIL Ezek. 7. 8. 


12) 


is this, to all that are called to the Care of Souls! with 


what increaſed Strength of Perſuaſion does it come home to the 
Heart of all Spiritual Watchmen, under the Goſpel of Chriſt! cau- 
ll tioning them to look after the ſacred Intereſts of their People with 
5 the moſt attentive Diligence, that in the End they may ſave both 
themſebves and them that hear them. * 


To the ſame Purport, in many other Parts of Scripture, the like 
carefulneſs 1s inſiſted on, and with a peculiar Emphaſis. We are 
perpetually reminded 70 take Heed ta Ourſelves, and to our Doftrine ; 
to neglect not the Gift that is in us: to meditate- upon theſe Things : 
to give ourſelves wholly unto them : I In ſhort, it would be almoſt 
endleſs to enumerate all the Precepts that are directed to this one 
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Purpoſe ; they are incorporated in. every Part of Scripture, and all 
_ earneſtly. ſpeak the fame Language; that we take Heed to Ourſelves 
and to all the Fluch over which the Holy Ghoſt hath made us Over- 
ll feers, to feed the Church of. God, which he hath - . purchaſed with his 
[ : own moſt * Blood. 55 * 5 
| | Aud as if all this was DE ſufficient that we of all Men might be 
i ; Defenceleſs and without Excuſe, if remiſs in the Duties of our 
l Profeſſion, the Ordination ' Service of our Church, in the very 
| | Moment that we take Holy DO lays before us, once again, the 
| FC | N | ' _ arduous 
| * I, Timody, IV, 46, f L Tay, IV, 54, 46, 16; + As, XX, 2 


a 


1 


— 


| 1 Office we are about to enter into, and deſcribes to us the a f 
Conſequence of a Failure i in the Diſcharge of it, in ſuch affecting 


Characters, as is enough to deter any Man from engaging in it 


whoſe Heart leads him not to the Service, and who brings not with | 
5 him a Kleine Reſolution to alen all the Duties of the Miniſtry. 
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cc We! are 1 in che — = our Lord Jeſus Chriſt to 
keep in Mind into how weighty an Office and Charge we are 
called; that is to ſay, to be Meſſengers, Watchmen, and Stew- 
ards of the Lord. Tonen and to er to feed and to 


are erg 8 ay PR his Children WhO are in 1 midſt 


of this evil World, that they may be ſaved through Chriſt for 


ever. And we are exhorted to have always printed in our Re- 


* membrance how great a Treaſure is committed to our Charge:: 


That our People are the Sheep of Chriſt, which he bought with i 
his Death, and for which he ſhed his Blood: and therefore if 
it ſhould happen the ſame Church, or any Member thereof, 
ſhould take Hurt or Hindrance by Reaſon of our Negligence, 


we know the greatneſs of the Fault, and the horrible Puniſh- | 


ment that muſt enſue. We are cautioned therefore to conſider 


with ourſelves the end of our Miniſtry, and never 'to ceaſe our 


Labor, our Care, and Diligence, until we have done all that in 
us lies to bring Souls unto God. © There 
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There 19 FAY more to the ſame e Puryor equally affecting in 
that ſolemn Service, which would be treſpaſſing too far on 


| your Time at preſent to repeat. What I have already quoted in. 
| deed is ſufficient for my Purpoſe ; which is to ſhew you that no- 
thing has been omitted to ſtrengthen the Voice of Scripture on this 


grand Point; and that it is impoſſible for any eg of Words to 
ſay more aaf the Occaſion than is done. 


From the Whole erefors yok ſee what an Accumulation of Ly 
Arguments there are to evince the high Concern and Care that are 
taken of the ſacred Office. It is ſurrounded with the mot ſolemn 


Admonitions. It is fenced in as it were with every weighty Con- 


fideration that is likely to affect the Paſſions of our Nature. In 


ſhort, Language ſeems to labor for Expreſſions in deſcribing the 


arduouſneſs of the Undertaking, and to enforce the whole Weight 
of the Duty upon the Hearts of thoſe who engage in the * 


in the * Impreſſions n 


It bs needleſs for me to add what Effect this ought to induce. 
For us who have voluntarily entered this Service: who have given 
in our Names, if I may ſo ſpeak, unto Chriſt, and ſolemnly pledged 
ourſelves at his Altar for the faithful Performance of our ſacred 


Office: How great that Obligation muſt be upon all ſuch, not to 
forget 


W * c 


| LC 
| forget or make light of it. We are e; intereſted 6 the 
common Concern of other Chriſtians, in the Faith of Jeſus, and 
how then, as the Apoſtle We how of all Men ſhall aue heape, 
: : if we negleet ſo _ Salvation? 


1 boa I bare lid enough, and more than 5 it is hardly 
poſſible to ſay upon a Subject of this Nature, to awaken a thorough 
Recollection of the Dignity and ſolemn Purpoſes of that. holy Cha- 


racter which wt our Profciſion: we: e, in Life. 


1 Pos now to the ſecond Particalar propoſed—to point out 
the peculiar Duties of our order: by the faithful Diſcharge of which 
on] 70G can approve our foe as the Minifers of GOD. 


1 the very Nature and 0 00 of our Office will beſt direct us 
in the Duties that belong to it. The great Object of our Miniſtey 
is undoubtedly to promote the Salvation of Men. Whatever there- 

fore moſt advantageouſly tends to this, becomes a Triegple: of 
Duty that ought to be ee 


It will not be expoſtcd: that 1 ſhould enumerate in every Inſtanee 
the Means by which this is to be accompliſned. This would lead 
to too extenſive a Subject; and indeed the great Variety of Cir- 

cumſtances and Conditions of human Life; and the Situations alſo 
in which the Clergy are placed, render it impoſſible. After all 
T1” So RR that 
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that can be ſaid upon che Octalion!” it muſt 'be left in an infinite 
Number of Caſes to the particular Judgment and Diſcretion at 4 
Man's own Mind. To ſpeak however in general Terms; We 
may be ſaid to approve ourſelves as the Miniſters of GOD when we 
conſcientiouſly diſcharge t the Duties of our Public Mini n, and are 
, in the Virtues of 0 our Private 2 fe En. 


By the Duties of our Public 1 I include the Whole of 
what relates to a Clergyman's-Office, in every Part of Parochial 
Service, In the Performance of - all which, there ſeems to be one 
grand Principle that ought more particularly to diſtinguiſh every. 
Faithful Miniſter of Jeſus : : and. that i is; that a Man brings to the 
Duty, be it what it will, a ſincerely well- diſpoſed and devout Heart; 
a Deportment that teſtifies-the Pleaſure and Delight he receives in 
the Service of God; and that he attends the Obligations of his Or- 
der not by conftraint, but willingly, not fer filthy Lucre, but of « 

ready Mind # | 


This I ehaceive to be the Baſis of every Requiſite, whatever other 
Accompliſhments may be thought neceſſary, for the proper Dil 
| charge of 1 Duties n Miniſty. 


A Man may want the ſhowy Ornaments. of . ; for it is 
not, it cannot be the Privilege of all, to © her the Graces of Elo- 


| cution; 
» . Peter, V. 2, # 
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en put every one has it in his Power to be well diſpoſed to 


his Duty at leaſt, and to convince: his Hearers that he is himſelf 


intereſted i in the ſame Service he calls upon them to perform: and 
| doubtleſs there is that Charm, that perſuaſive Eloquence in the 
N ſolemn and unaffected Behaviour of a devout Miniſter, when going 


through any of the Offices of Sacred Worſhip, that cannot fail to 
awaken the Piety of his . beyond all tho: fine Reading in * 


World without K. 


But if from the want of this firſt Principle, we ſuffer our Pa- 


riſhioners once to conchudds: that we attend the Duties of our 


Miniſtry from no other Motive but becauſe it i is our Duty: 


that it is a Taſk and an Obligation upon us: and they per- 


ceive that we perform it with Reluctance, and are happy when it | 
is over: Not all the Accompliſhments - f Oratory will com- 
penſate for the want of Devotion. Nothing can as effectually | 
recommend the Spirit of true Piety through a Congregation, as the 


ſerious and devout Deportment of the Miniter. Making bis Light 


fo ſhine in this Manner ſo gracefully before Men, muſt; be the beſt 


15 . of excitin 8 them alſo 70 o ger their F. ather 2050 16 in Hau. 


In the Office of Preaching, though 08 fume Sincerity off 8. 
duct is equally expedient, yet perhaps other Qualitics are needful 


to make a Man eminent in this Peg of his Profeſſion, 
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Here tücrebre it is more n that the Abilities of the 
eloquent and learned among the Clergy, find Opportunity "i . 
tinguiſhing themſelves. And in the Religion of Jeſus, there is every 
Thing that can be neceſſary to favor a Wiſh of this Kind. No 
Subject upon Earth is able to furniſh ſuch Topics of Diſcourſe as 
the divine Truths of the Goſpel; and its Preachers alſo are afforded 
every deſirable Aſſiſtanee to enable them to { peak as the Oracke L 
God. * 


All the great Beauties of antient Declamation that we read with 
ſo much Pleaſure, and conſider as Standards of Compoſition, inas- 


much as they are derived from Sources infinitely leſs intereſting, are 


not worthy to be mentioned together with thoſe of Holy Writ. 
| And if the Orators of Greece and Rome (as Hiſtory. informs us) 


were able to rouſe all the Paſſions of their Audience, though they 
treated only of Matters pertaining to this Life; conceive what ſu- 
perior Power the Chriſtian Preacher has, who draws Hit Subjects 
from the ſacred Word of God! who intereſts his People in all that 
is worthy to be called intereſting, not only of this World, but 
of that which i is to come! whoſe Diſcourſes indeed are framed on 
thoſe grand and magnificent Topics, the Redemption of the World: 
The Reſurrection of the Dead: and a future Judgment! 


Theſe 


1. Peter, IV. 21, 
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Theſe are Subjects fafficient to. roms every: Faculty, and to 
awaken all the Paſſions of our Nature, which. the Preachers of 
the Goſpel- a to almoſt an infinite Extent. 


* Advantages of this Kind, however, which peculiarly tiling 
- —_— gion, as they clearly afford ſuperior Helps to every other 
| Species of public ſpeaking; ſo are they intended to anſwer much 

more important Purpoſes. The Miniſtry of the Word is not com- 

mitted to our Truſt for the mere Gratification of any rhetorical 

. Diſplay ; to amuſe and pleaſe: for a while, and then to be thought 

of no more Its profeſſed Object is to improve and inſtruct 
Mankind, to make them wiſe. unto Salvation; to become preßta- 
ble as the A poſtle ſpeaks for Doctrine, fur Reproof, for Correction, 
1 Vnſtruction in Righteouſneſs, that the Man of God may be , 
. 7 a unto all good Works * 


And indeed independent of all. this, the very Nature of our 
T4] Character ſets us above every Idea of ſeeking popular Applauſe 
2 E | from our Preaching ;. for we Preach not ou ſelves, but Chriſt Teſus 

. Lord. 2 Þ It is dts. Goſpel that we deliver to our People, and 

therefore we are expected to do it with Sincerity as to the Lord, 

and not as to Men, knowing that we ſerve the Lord Chriſt. In 
hort, the grand and only Purpoſe of all religious Diſcourſes, is 


* II, Timothy, III. 26. 7. . + II. Corinth, IV, 6. + Coloſs, III. 23, 
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the Edification and Improvement of our People. of Conſequence 
the ſame ſhould be the only Object of our Preaching. And happy 
indeed is that Servant of the Lord, whoſe whole Conduct | 


is framed. on this Plan! Who paſſing ich is 
| ſo tempting among Men, ſtudies only to Promote the Cauſe of 


his great Maſter, and refers all the Glory ta that Father who feeth 


m Secret / 


But perhaps great as the Power of ſcriptural Eloquence may be 
when exerted by Men of ſuperior Endowments ; there is an Ex- 


cellence in Preaching not lefs efficacious to Religion that is within 


the reach of humbler Abilities, And that is; when from conſi- 


dering the peculiar Wants of cur People, we adapt our Diſcourſe 
to the particular Perſons, the Time, the Place, the Circumitance, 


and the Occaſion of our Miniftry. 


When our Congregation is compoſed for the moſt Part of Men 
of plain Underflanding, who in an honeſt and good Heart ſincerely | 


deſire to hear the Word that they may profit thereby : the ſimpleſt 


Rules of Life, in F aith and Practice, become the n subjects for 
Diſcourſe. 


be When we addreſs ourſelves to others of more informed Minds, we 


may then with greater Propriety dwell on the peculiar Tenets that 


diſtinguiſh naturil from revealed Religicn. 0 
| . 0 


15002 


The ſeveral Difpoſitions alſo of our Hearers ſhould be attended 
to. Among the great Variety of Tempers that are in the World, 
there are /ome whoſe Minds can only be wrought upon by repre- 

ſenting chiefly the Terrors of Religion. While others are of that 
© delicate Senfibility, that they que more to be pre with 


the * of the Galpel," 


And 1 there are Times 4 the great and indiſpenſable Du-- 
ties of Life demand to be more ſtrongly inculcated, from the evi- 
dent Decay of Piety and virtue. Other Seaſons perhaps ſhall re- 
quire the Faith of Jeſus to be the chief Subject, when Men by 
laying too much Streſs on moral Obligations only, depretiate the 


Powers of Grace. 


And as it is not t the He of every Miniſter to have n none 
but ncere and good Minds to Preach: to, there are Topics to con- 
fute the Deiſt and to ſilence the Infidel: All which are Objects 
worthy of a Clergyman's particular Attention, and muſt occaſionally 
be called forth as his Judgement and Diſcretion ſhall ſee neceſſary. 
D In thort, We muſt follow the Plan of the Apoſtle, become all 
A bings to all Men, that | by all Means we may ſave ſome, * keeping 

ever in Remembrance the chief Object and Delign of the great 


| Author 
1, Corinth, IX. 22, 
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Author of our Religion: That he avould have .all Men fo be foved, 


(=) 


and to come to tbe Knowledge of the Truth. * 


4. are che general and common Employments of our Function. 


But beſide theſe, there is another, and which indeed is a very 


material one, in filling up the Duties of a Clergyman's Miniſtry, 
and that is The Viſitation of the Sick. A Duty! which if the Pre- 


cepts of our Order had been filent in enjoining, would have re- 


ceived ſufficient Intimation from a Man's own Feelings. It muſt 


have been conceived a peculiar Obligation in the Miniſter of Jeſus, 


to lift up (as Scripture expreſſes it) the Hands that hang down, and 


to confirm the feeble Knees. þ 


And indeed to fay nothing of the Humanity of the Office, it has 
a very high Recommendation from another Principle as it affords 
one of the beſt Opportunities. that can be defired for all the Pur- | 


poſes of Exhortation and Advice, 


In Times of Sickneſs, and in che Abſence of Temptation, 
while the Paſſions are huſhed, and the World ceaſes to allure; 
thoſe Arguments are attended to, Which in Seaſons of Health 


too often loſe their Effect. And very frequently not only 
the ſick Perſon, but the Friends around, are open to a ſtronger 


Conviction 


* I, Timothy, II. 4. f Ifaiah XXXV, 3. 


N 

| Convidtion of the Importance of Duty, when the Inſtance before 

them brings home to their own Hearts the full Force of the 
Preacher's Word. Whenever therefore a Clergyman by an Oppor- 

tunity of this Kind, can promote the Cauſe in which he mi- 

niſters; doubtleſs it muſt be conſidered no unimportant Part or 


_ ha Office e always to regard it. 


In faying thus much in the Recommendation of it u 8 Duty; it 
ſhould be obſerved alſo, that it is ne more than might with equal 

; Propriety be ſaid of it as a Pleaſuns. - For it can be no ſmall Satis= 

faction to every humane Heart, to be employed in ſuch Works of 
real Charity. This Conduct was the moſt diſtinguiſhing Feature 
in the Life of Chriſt. And though painful as it may be in a Mul- 
d titude of Inſtances, to behold the Miſeries and Diſtreſſes of our 
Nature; yet choſe Pains are always requited with a proportioned 
Degree of Pleaſure, when we are doing our Duty as Chriſtians and 
as Men, to ſoften and alleviate them. And no doubt it is one 
of the merciful Ordinations of Divine Providence, in mingling 
our Pains of Sympathy with Pleaſure; that by Means of ſuch 
Feelings we might be impelled to intereſt ourſelves more than” 
otherwiſe we ſhould perhaps i in all Caſes of Suffering, and to make 


5 the Diſtreſſes of others i in ſome Meaſure our own. 


I need not add how heightened thoſe F Feel ought to be in 


( 24 ) 
the Miniſter of Chriſt, 2 5 his Reflections tell him he is thereby 


acting up to the nobleſt Principles of his Nature, and following 5 
| that Part which is chiefly .imitable, the Steps of his Divine Maſter | 
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Beheld in this Point of View what an amiable and engaging | 
Character is a Miniſter of the Goſpel! His Life is devoted to the 1 | 
Service of his Maker, and the everlaſting Welfare of Mankind, 
And while the Men of the World are buſily engaged in the ſeveral 
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Objects of their Purſuits; his Attention 1s directed to promote that 
grand Deſign which brought Chriſt from Heaven, Zo give Light t9 
them that ſit i in Darkneſs, and in the Shadow 1 Death, and to guide 
their Feet into the WW, ay of Peace, * 


"How beautiful on the Mountains are the Feet of them that Preach 

_ the Goſpel of Peace. + And when a Life is thus ſpent both ix 
Preaching the Goſpel r Peace, and as 'tis elegantly expreſſed in 
Scripture, healing the broken hearted, and ſetting at Liberty them that 
are brui ied, t' conceive if poſſible any Station i in which Human Na- 
ture can be placed in this World, that is capable of producing 
equal Satisfaction to a Man's own Heart, or enabling him to be- 


come a greater Bleſſing to his Fellow Creatures. 
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„Luke I, 79, + Ifaiah LXIL 7, + Luke III. 18. 
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wha 
Things as the Minifters of GOD. Our Office 1s evidently i incom- 


5 patible, and highly inconſiſtent with thoſe lighter Purſuits of Life 


which occupy the frivolous and the vain, And it is, I conceive,. 


ä 
The Public Duties of the Miniſtry, performed | in this Manner, 
muſt, 1 confeſs, take up the Whole of our Attention. But indeed 
t leſs than this can be implied to approve ourſelves in all 


; with this expreſs Intention that we are ſet apart from all worldly 


Employments, that we might give ourſelves wholly to the Work. 


of the Miniſtry whereunto we are appointed. How far any Man 


can ſuppoſe the Duties of his Sacred Calling fully anſwered by the 


mere Service of a Sunday, and a few Offices of the Church, it is 
hardly poſſible to conceive! the intermediate Space is a large Inter- | 

val: And who ſhalt ſay while we are abſent. from our Cures, or. 
ogra? in the trifling Amuſements and Pleaſures of the World, 
how many of our People drop from us into the Grave, unbenifited 


by our paſt Services, and loſt to any future Aſſiſtance, to whom 


the ſeaſonable Viſit of Exhortation and Advice might have been 
E productive of the happieſt Effects l It is a moſt ſerious Conſidera- 
tion, and enough to awaken every Degree of Aſſiduity in the 


Diſcharge of all the Duties of our Office! 


To the Public Obligations of che Minifter ſhould be added che 


Private Virtues of the Man, For it is theſe, after all, that muſt 
give n to the official Parts of Duty, and 3 the finiſt- 


D 2. | Pee ing 


(2) 

ing Diſtinction of his whole Character. It is not cent in a 
Clergyman, that he attends with the utmoſt Regularity the 
Calls of his public Miniſtry, unleſs he adds to it a Correſpondence 
of virtuous Behaviour in the common Intercourſe of the World. 
His private Conduct will always be conſidered the trueſt Commen. 
tary of his Sermons. So that to make the Man of God compleat 
in all the Parts of Duty, he muſt crown the Whole with a good 
Life. | 


It were needleſs for me to illuſtrate, by Particulars, the compre- 
five Meaning of a good Life, The Text expreſſes the Senſ: and 
| Extent of the Obligation when commanding us in a// Things to ap- 
prove ourſelves as the Miniſters of GOD. To ſhew ourſelves a Pat- 

tern of good M. orks. * To be blameleſs and harmleſs, without Rebuke, 
42 the midſt of a crooked and perverſe Generation, among dew we 
ſhme as Lights in the World, 4 To be Examples of Believers in 
mord, in Converſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith and Purity. 
In ſhort, as be who hath called Us is Holy, /o "_ we be Holy in all 
Manner of Converſation. || 


And the great expediency of ſuch a Conduct is obvious. It is 
highly eſſential not only from its x perfopal Value, but from its ex- 


emplary Influence. „ | we 
The 


* Telus, II. 7, þ Fhillip. II. 15. + I, Timothy, IV, 12, || I. Peter, I. 15. 


| „„ 
| | The good or bad Qualities of Miniſters can never be ſuppoſed to 
terminate in themſelves : they are reflected all around them. A 
Paſtor of Religion is the very Mirror of his Pariſh, by which his 
Followers, for the moſt Part, regulate their Behaviour. An im- 
; : moral Clergyman, therefore! if ſach à Character can really be 
found, is of all others an Object of the greateſt Deteſtation and 
Contempt. Wretched enough as to himſelf, the ill Effects are 
nothing when compared to the ſad Influence his Conduct occaſions 
to his People. When they ſee a Man of this Complexion acting 
| with ſuch abominable Duplicity ; in his Public Profeſſion the 
Servant of God; in his Private Behavour, what ſhall I expreſs it ? 
The Servant of Sin; one Hour recommending the pure Religion of 
Jeſus ; the next apoſtatizing from every Principle of it; figure to 
yourſelves the dreadful Conſequences of ſuch a Life ! Conceive if 
poſſible the Lengths which the Prevalence of an Example ts 
highly pernicious is likely to reach : Conſider the Miſchief as ex- 
: tending to the Souls of his People : Follow them into their future 
State, and behold many made everlaſtingly miſerable through the 
E fatal Imitation of a ſinful Paſtor : Then queſtion whether there 
muſt not be ſome peculiar, ſome more than ordinary Judgment of 
Heaven to follow Crimes like theſe! God in Mercy forbid that 
any Charge of this Nature ſhould ever be laid at the Door of a Mi- 
niſter of Chriſt! No! Let Us, my dear Brethren, .as we with well 


to 
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( 28) 
to the Chriſtian Cauſe—as we feel an Intereſt in the Salvation of 


our People; and above all, as we value our own everlaſting Hap- 


pineſs, let Us in every Part of Duty endeavour to walk worthy 


of the Vocation whereunto we are called. * Let us abſtain from all 


Appearance of Evil; and may the God of Peace ſanctiſ us wholly ; 


and our whole Spirit, and Souls, and Bodies, be preſerved blame— 
et unto the coming of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, %- 


I have now deſcribed. to you. in general. Terms the Duties and 


Obligations of the ſacred Order, by the faithful Diſcharge of which 


only, it is, I conceive, that we. can approve ourſelves. as. the Mi. 


niſters of G O D.—Approve ourſelves not to that hollow un- 


ſubſtantial Approbation, that vapor of. Applauſe, which ariſes from 
the World! but that permanent Principle of Praiſe brought home 
to the Heart in the Teſtimony of Conſcience; that Prelude to Divine 
Approbation of ng done well as a good and . Ser- 


vant of Feſuis Chri ie | 
But who is ſufficient for theſe Things ? 
We are not ſufficient of ourſelves, ſays the Apoſtle, fo do any Thing 
as of ourſelves, but our ſufficiency is of God. And it is He only 050 
can make us able Miniſters of the New T; eſftament. 4. 


Hence we are taught, that amidſt all our own Endeavours, we 


muſt place our chief Dependance on the Bleſſing of Heaven. With- 


out 


* Eph, IV. Kh 1 II, Theſſol. V. 22, 2g. f IL, Corinth, III. 5, 6. 


out this neither the higheſt Integrity, nor the beſt inten tioned 
Principles are competent to the Taſk. Of Him from whom alone 
deſcendeth every good, and every perfedt Gift, * we muſt ſeek the 
Aiſſiſtance of that Divine Wiſdom that is from above. I And a greater 
: Blefling we cannot implore from the Almighty, than for bis Grace, 
always to prevent and follow us, and make us continually to be grven to 


"off good i Works. 


Indeed i in a Matter of ſuch infinite Importance we need alſo the 

: Prayers of all good Chriſtians: Nor can it, I ſhould hope, be | 
thought unſeaſonable or improper on the preſent Occaſion, to re- 
queſt of You, our People, who a are ſo much intereſted in the Event 
of our Services, to remember us s daily in your Devotions to the 
Throne of Grace. Brethren pray for us, Strengthen the Hands 
of the Miniſtry. For we watch for your Souls as they that muſt give 
Account, that we may do it with Foy and not with Grief || That 
we may rejoice in the Day of Chrift, that we have not run in vain, 


neither laboured in vain 8 


I have very 8 treſpaſſed; but] traſt the Subject itſelf will 
be my Apology: 


Upon a Review of what hath been faid, it is proper I ſhould 
| OM _ conclude. 
* James, I. 17. + James, Hl 1, Hebrews, XIII. 17. 18. $ Phillipp. II. 16. | 
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conclude the Whole with the Motives there are to animate anq en- 
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courage our Hearts in the great Work of the Miniſtry. An Office 


fo arduous may well be ſuppoſed to have ſome more than ordinary 


Recommendations to induce Men to the acceptance of it. And in- 


deed there are ſuch as no Tongue can fully expreſs, or even Ima- 


gination conceive. 


I know not with which to begin, nor where to end. All thoſe 
Arguments of Perſuaſion that we offer to our People to make then 
wiſe unto. Salvation, are ſtrengthened with e Energy, when 


brought home and applied to ourſelves. 


Every Motive of perſonal Safety ; of Intereſt ; of Gratitude : The 
Eſteem of Men ; the Favor of God ; the Advantages of this World; 
and that which is to come : All theſe ſeparately conſidered would 
furniſh Volumes of Perſuaſion to call Men to the Sacred Office, 
But after all that can be ſaid upon the Subject, the warmeſt Re- 


commendations muſt fall infinitely ſhort; and we have the higheſt 


Reaſon to conclude, that the faithful Servant of Chriſt muſt abſo- 
lutely enter upon the Rewards of his Labor, before he can poſlibly 
conceive the full Extent of the Inducements there are to engage 
him in the Sacred Service of the Miniſtry. For the bare Idea 


of having been an Inſlrument under Divine Grace, to the Sal- 


vation of one Soul any; and the conſciouſneſs of this ! in a future 
| 3 World! 


. 140 z1 60 
World! who ſhall ſay what pere Sources & Felicity this alone 
muy open to the Mind ? what additional Rapture it may ae 
even in Heaven itſelf? Unleſs this were clearly aſcertained, 
is impoſſible, 1 think, to deſcribe the extenſivenchs of thoſe Mo- 
tives by which we are prompted in our Labor. And if a ſingle 
Inſtance of this Sort is pregnant with ſuch peculiar Happineſs; 
what accumulated Arguments may be derived from Numbers. In 
the great Day of the Lord, when all the miniſtering Shepherds of 
Chriſt ſhall appear with their ſeparate Charges : Conceive, if poſ- 
ſible, what Kind of Senſation it muſt produce, to ſtand eminent in 
the Throng for the ſuperior Labors of our Miniſtry ! And then 
again; the Reflection of the Mind, that Tu, through Divine 
Grace, have wrought ſo earneſtly i in the Cure of Souls, as to have 
brought many Sons unto Glory. What Ideas this muſt awaken | 
what Joy unſpeakable it muſt produce! The very Proſ- 
pect is enough to animate the moſt lifeleſs Character into an ar- 
dent Deſire to excel. I cannot therefore cloſe the Subject better | 
} than by leaving it on your Hearts, in the encouraging Words 15 
the A poſtle, wherefore my beloved Brethren be ye Reafa oft, unmovea - : 
able, and always abounding in the . orks of tbe Lord; e as 
e know * Labor ſhall not bei in vain in the Lord. +: 


u y Corinth. XV. 58. 
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